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 The Basket of Eggs
 A Tale from Egypt
      Mousa really didn’t like being poor. He lived in a small house in a small village next to the River Nile in Egypt. When there was work, he worked on farms, and when there was no work, he watched the waters of the River Nile. Sometimes he dreamt that he was in a beautiful boat, going slowly up the river to Cairo. He dreamt of a new life there – a big house, lots of money, beautiful clothes and lots of food. One day, when there was no work and he was tired of looking at the Nile, he thought, ‘Enough is enough.’ He decided to leave for Cairo and become rich.
      While he was walking down the street, he met his old friend Abdullah.
      ‘Abdullah, I’m so happy to see you before I go,’ he said.
      ‘Before you go? Where are you going?’ asked his friend, with great surprise.
      ‘I’m going to Cairo to become rich,’ replied Mousa, excitedly. ‘How are you going to become rich?’ asked his friend.
      ‘I’m going to…’ Mousa began, but he wasn’t really very sure of his plan.
      ‘Listen, Mousa,’ said Abdullah, putting his hand on his friend’s arm. ‘I’m going to help you. Come with me.’
      Abdullah pulled Mousa down a little street, and took him to Hafsah’s house. In front of the house there was a big garden with many chickens running around in it. Everyone knew that Hafsah’s eggs were the best in the village.
      ‘Good morning, Hafsah,’ said Abdullah. ‘We need two hundred eggs, in a big basket.’
      ‘Why are we buying eggs?’ asked Mousa.
       ‘With these eggs, you can go to the big market in Cairo. There you’ll sell them for good money. Then you’ll buy something else, and sell it in a different place for more money. You’ll buy and sell, buy and sell, and soon you’ll be rich. Then you can give me back the money for the eggs – and perhaps a little more for helping you to start your business.’ Abdullah gave the eggs to Mousa, and they walked through more little streets until they came to the Nile. They found a boat which was going to Cairo.
      ‘Here’s some money for the journey. And Cairo is waiting for you! Good food, beautiful clothes, all the things that you’ve ever dreamt about. Good luck, Mousa. Come back rich!’
      Mousa said goodbye to his friend and got on the boat.
     Twenty minutes later, the boat left. In two hours he would be in Cairo, for the first time. A new life was waiting! Mousa closed his eyes and tried to imagine that great city.
      ‘Mousa! Where are you going with all those eggs?’
       Mousa opened his eyes to see who was talking to him. It was Khaled, the baker’s son.  He was going to Cairo that day to sell his father’s cakes there.
       ‘Well, no, not really. I’m not going to sell eggs all my life, you know. I’m going to be much more than that.’
       ‘What are you going to do?’ Khaled looked interested. A man and his wife from their home village also looked at Mousa, waiting to hear his answer. Mousa was very happy to tell them about his dreams.
      ‘Well, first I’m going to sell these eggs in the market. I bought them from Hafsah, so I’ll get good money for them.
      ”Hafsah’s eggs are the best in the village,’ said Khaled.
      ‘That’s true,’ said the man and his wife.
      ‘Then I’m going to buy some beautiful material,’ said Mousa. Some of the women sitting near looked at Mousa when he said this.
       ‘And what material is that?’ asked one of them.
      ‘Ah, the finest material that you can imagine. There are materials in Cairo that you can’t find anywhere else. Materials that are made with really beautiful colours… I can’t even tell you their names.’
       The women looked at each other. One of them closed her eyes, trying to imagine those colours.
      ‘I’ll come back to our village and sell this material,’ said Mousa. ‘All the women will want to buy some to make new clothes, so I’ll make more money.’ Now all the women in the boat were listening to Mousa.
      ‘With this money I’ll buy a ewe and give her the best food to eat.’ When he said that, a group of men looked at him.
      ‘A ewe is a good animal to buy,’ said one of them. ‘You must give her apples sometimes.’
     ‘Carrots are better,’ said another man in the group.
     ‘My ewe will eat both apples and carrots,’ said Mousa. ‘Later she’ll have two lambs. I’ll sell the lambs and their mother, and… then do you know what I’ll buy?’
      Now everyone in the boat was listening to Mousa.
      ‘A cow?’
      ‘A boat?’
      ‘A camel?’
      ‘No, a water buffalo,’ said Mousa in a loud voice.
      Ah yes, I see. From two hundred eggs to a water buffalo. That’s good business,’ said Khaled.
      ‘Very good business!’ they all said.
      Mousa stood up excitedly.
      ‘When the water buffalo has a calf I’ll have two water buffaloes to sell,’ he shouted. And after I sell them, I’ll be rich. And when I’m rich, I’ll have a servant to work for me. All day I’ll shout at him, “Do this! Do that! Quickly! Run!” And if he’s slow, I’ll give him a big kick, like this!’
       With that, Mousa kicked the basket of eggs and it fell off the boat into the waters of the Nile. Two hundred eggs went to the bottom of the river, and Mousa was left with nothing – only his dreams.
 – THE END –
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 Interesting stories in English pdf TOP 5 sites
 	Electric Literature- electricliterature.com – 

 One of the most popular websites to read short stories on, Electric Literature is a nonprofit digital publisher focused on unveiling elevating new voices. Their interest lays primarily in writing that operates at the intersection of different cultures, genres, and media.
 Everything published by Electric Literature is available to read online for free. However, as a small, independent non-profit, they strongly rely on the readers’ financial support, so donations are more than welcome.
 There is also a ‘membership’ option – a recurring monthly donation of $4 or more. Members of Electric Literature get some special pros, such as monthly ebook samplings, a “Writing Well is the Best Revenge” tote bag, and more.
 In addition to essays, criticism, and literary news, Electric Literature publishes one short story every Wednesday with a personal recommendation by selected top writers and editors.
 A short story can be submitted by anyone through Submittable, as long as it meets specific criteria described on the website. It is later reviewed by Electric Literature editors and, if chosen, the author is paid and their work published. As of today, there are about 380 short stories on their website.
 2.  The New Yorker – newyorker.com 
 The New Yorker has always played an integral role in the history of serious American fiction. Ever since the publication of “Short Stories from The New Yorker” in 1940, the magazine became one of the most renowned première venues for short fiction, having literary legends such as Nabokov, Murakami, Atwood, Salinger or Fitzgerald grace its pages.
 Today, The New Yorker publishes only one story per issue, devoting one issue per year to new fiction. Stories can be sent by anyone using the magazine’s online submission form. While usually gravitating towards already established writers, The New Yorker sometimes takes a chance on fairly experimental ones.
 Without a subscription, users can enjoy the home page, section pages, the video hub, Goings On About Town listings, and six full articles per month. They can also download the New Yorker Today app for free, and browse a couple of articles before asked to subscribe.
 With a subscription, however, they are given unlimited access to the entirety of New Yorker‘s content, such as:
 	Unlimited browsing and access to articles on both the New Yorker website and The New Yorker Today iOS app (not just articles, but also cartoons, journalism, and much more)
	Flash fiction, podcasts, and short stories (often with a podcast of the author reading it aloud)
	Every issue of the magazine since its founding in 1925 in a digital-replica format at archives.newyorker.com (including all short stories)
	Every story published for the magazine since 2007 in standard Web format (including all short stories)

 The pricing is surprisingly low, standing at $12 for 12 weeks of a Print and Digital subscription. As a welcome gift, new subscribers also receive a free tote bag.
 3. Project Gutenberg- gutenberg.org 
 One of the most popular choices for free short stories online, Project Gutenberg is a digital library of over 60,000 free eBooks, available in both epub and Kindle eBooks formats.
 Comprising primarily older works for which U.S. copyright has expired, Project Gutenberg has the biggest variety of book categories to choose from, including children’s literature, fiction, crime, specialized nonfiction, and many more. It also offers books in other languages, such as Chinese, Dutch, Spanish, Italian, and many more.
 As a volunteer initiative, Project Gutenberg is 100% free and does not require registration or a subscription. The home page includes a link to a donation page, but it is not necessary to donate to access the website’s content.
 4. Fictionaut – fictionaut.com– 
 Fictionaut is a vibrant literary community designed specifically for short fiction and poetry. It is a friendly creative hub that enables users to discover new authors, publish their own works, get feedback and connect with others.
 As a website still in development, Fictionaut is currently invite-only – meaning that only those who had received an invite can log in, comment, and publish.
 Non-members can, however, read all short stories and poetry for free – and there are over 15,000 works to choose from already.
 5. 3:AM Magazine – 3ammagazine.com
 3:AM Magazine is a literary webzine created by Sorbonne lecturer Andrew Gallix. It features literary criticism, nonfiction essays, original fiction, poetry, and interviews with leading writers and philosophers. Well-known for its “blunt, funny, and angrily academic” content, 3:AM focuses primarily on sharp and savvy avant-garde reads.
 All content is entirely free to read and it is not required to log in. Anyone can send a short story submission, but only some are selected by the editing team.
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